30 IEPCIEKTUBH. COL{IAJIbHO-TIOJIITUIHHH JXYPHAJT Ne 4, 2025. ISSN 23102896

COHUIAJIBHA ®LJIOCO®DIA

UDC 141.82:130.2:340.12:2-67
DOI https://doi.org/10.24195/spj1561-1264.2025.4.4

Blikhar Viacheslav Stepanovych

Doctor Science in Philosophy, Professor,

Director of the Educational and Scientific Institute
of Management, Psychology and Security

Lviv State University of Internal Affairs

26, Gorodotska str., Lviv, Ukraine
orcid.org/0000-0001-7545-9009

THE INTERRELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SOCIAL PHILOSOPHY,
PHILOSOPHY OF LAW, AND RELIGIOUS ASPECTS
IN CONTEMPORARY SOCIETY

Relevance of the study. In today's world, the interaction between social philosophy, philosophy of law,
and religious aspects is becoming particularly relevant in the context of globalization processes, intense
political transformations, and the growth of multiculturalism. Changes in the social structure, the formation
of new models of social interaction, and the growing role of identity necessitate an in-depth interdisciplinary
analysis of these three areas. Social philosophy focuses on understanding the foundations of human
coexistence, social justice, and ways of integrating individuals into the socio-legal space. The philosophy
of law, in turn, provides a conceptual basis for understanding the legal nature of social processes,
the principles of legitimacy, freedom, responsibility, and human rights. Religious aspects play an important
role in shaping moral guidelines, collective identity, and behavior patterns that influence the quality
of social communication and the functioning of the legal system. The aim of the study is to determine
the nature and characteristics of the interrelationship between socio-philosophical, legal, and religious
factors in modern society and to substantiate their influence on the formation of civic culture, social
stability, and legal consciousness. The research methodology is based on the use of an interdisciplinary
approach that combines dialectical, phenomenological, and hermeneutic methods, as well as methods
of comparative analysis and contextual interpretation. The application of a comprehensive methodology
allows for a comprehensive disclosure of the mutual influence of these spheres, revealing their structural
unity and internal logic of interaction. The results of the study show that social philosophy, philosophy
of law, and religious aspects form a holistic system of social regulation, where each element performs
a complementary function. Social philosophy provides the theoretical basis for social development,
philosophy of law provides a normative and value-based mechanism for regulating and protecting
human rights, and religious teachings provide moral and ethical guidelines and sociocultural models
of behavior. Their interaction contributes to the formation of a stable legal order, the strengthening of civic
responsibility, and the development of a harmonious society. The results obtained emphasize the need for
further interdisciplinary analysis to effectively address contemporary social and legal challenges.

Key words: social philosophy, philosophy of law, religion, moral values, social justice, legal culture,
interdisciplinary approach.

The introduction. Postmodern social transformations and globalization processes pose new
challenges for contemporary society related to ensuring social justice, human rights, and moral sta-
bility. In this context, the importance of an interdisciplinary approach combining social philosophy,
philosophy of law, and religious aspects is growing. Social philosophy helps to comprehend the fun-
damental principles of social life and interaction between individuals, philosophy of law analyzes
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the mechanisms of legitimization and implementation of social norms, and religion provides a moral
basis for behavior and interaction. There is a need for a comprehensive analysis that allows us to
assess the impact of moral and religious norms on legal consciousness and social behavior. The pur-
pose of this article is to study the interconnection between these spheres and to develop conceptual
approaches to harmonizing legal norms, social justice, and moral principles in modern society.

The purpose of the study is to conduct a comprehensive philosophical analysis of the interrela-
tionship between social philosophy, philosophy of law, and religious aspects in contemporary society,
aimed at identifying their conceptual overlap, mutual determination, and role in the formation of value
orientations, socio-normative approaches, and mechanisms of social regulation. This goal involves
an in-depth study of how the philosophy of law reflects the social and moral foundations of society,
how religion influences legal consciousness and social practices, and how social philosophy con-
ceptualizes the interaction of spiritual, normative, and legal factors. To achieve this goal, a number
of scientific tasks are to be solved, including: clarifying the theoretical foundations and methodological
approaches to the analysis of social philosophy, philosophy of law, and religious issues; identifying
key points of intersection between these areas and describing the mechanisms of their interaction in
the contemporary sociocultural environment; studying the influence of religious ideas on the formation
of legal norms and legal culture in the context of globalization; analyzing the role of socio-philosophi-
cal concepts in the development of legal systems and models of social order; assessing the importance
of religious and ethical factors in maintaining social stability and the legitimacy of legal institutions;
and identifying possible directions for harmonizing the interaction of philosophical-legal and religious
paradigms in the context of improving the effectiveness of social development. The implementation
of these tasks allows for a comprehensive disclosure of the essence of the interrelationships between
the specified areas, revealing their contemporary significance and outlining the prospects for further
theoretical and practical research in this interdisciplinary field.

Method of research. The study employs a comprehensive interdisciplinary approach that combines
methods of social philosophy, philosophy of law, and religious studies, allowing us to cover the phe-
nomenon of interaction between these spheres at various levels — from theoretical and conceptual to
practical and social. Within the framework of socio-philosophical analysis, methods of identifying
and interpreting key social phenomena, conceptual modeling of social interaction structures, and criti-
cal analysis of social processes that form the basis for the emergence of legal and religious norms were
used. For the philosophy of law, normative analysis is used to determine the nature of the relationship
between moral, legal, and religious regulators, as well as a comparative legal method, which allows
us to trace the dynamics of legal concepts in different legal systems and cultural-historical contexts.

The religious studies component of the methodology is based on historical and cultural analysis,
which makes it possible to trace the transformations of religious ideas and their influence on the for-
mation of social norms, and elements of theological synthesis, which contributes to a deeper under-
standing of the internal logic of religious doctrines and their role in socio-legal processes. In addition,
an analysis of scientific concepts and a comparison of classical and modern sources are used to identify
continuity and innovation in the understanding of the interaction between socio-philosophical, legal,
and religious approaches. Considerable attention is paid to the study of international documents, scien-
tific reports, philosophical and legal doctrines, and sociocultural practices that reflect current trends in
the development of global society. This expanded methodological base ensures the comprehensiveness
and depth of the analysis, allowing us to reveal the multidimensional nature of the interconnection
between social philosophy, philosophy of law, and religious factors in the modern social environment.

Results and discussion. In today's globalized world, social, legal, and religious factors form an ex-
tremely complex system of interdependencies that determines the behavior of individuals and groups,
as well as the nature of the development of social institutions. Social philosophy views society as
a dynamic system where the interaction of social institutions, groups, and individuals determines
the level of justice, solidarity, and stability. These interdependencies are particularly significant in
the context of globalization, where local cultural and religious practices interact with transnational
norms and standards [1; 2].
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One of the key problems of our time is ensuring a balance between individual rights and social
responsibility, which is especially important in the context of diverse religious and cultural traditions.
Religious values often serve as a source of moral principles that shape social norms and influence
the legal consciousness of citizens, creating a basis for social cohesion and the stability of state in-
stitutions [1; 3]. They define moral guidelines that are integrated into the decision-making process,
forming a system of values that allows society to maintain solidarity and ensure the effectiveness
of social mechanisms.

The philosophy of law demonstrates that legal norms do not exist in a vacuum; their legitimacy
and effectiveness depend on their compliance with the moral and cultural expectations of society
[4; 5]. The principles of equality, human dignity, and freedom of conscience enshrined in modern
constitutions are often based on moral foundations shaped by religious traditions that support social
order and mutual responsibility [6; 7]. These principles play a key role in shaping legal systems where
the balance between individual rights and collective interests is ensured through the integration of eth-
ical and cultural norms into legislative practices.

In this context, the issue of integrating religious values into secular legal systems without violating
basic human rights and civil liberties is important. Research shows that religion can serve as a tool for
strengthening social morality and legal awareness, but excessive inclusion of religious norms in the le-
gal system can lead to discrimination against minorities or restrictions on individual freedoms [4; 8].

Contemporary international experience demonstrates different approaches to harmonizing human
rights and religious freedom. In the United States, the Constitution guarantees freedom of religion
and the separation of church and state, but religious organizations and their principles actively in-
fluence social and legal processes, particularly in matters of education policy, health care, charitable
activities, and ethical aspects of legislation [9; 10]. This is evident in numerous cases related to the ac-
tivities of religious schools, hospices, and medical institutions, where the balance between religious
beliefs and state norms requires constant interdisciplinary analysis.

In the countries of the European Union, there is a desire to harmonize secular law with traditional
religious values through a system of human rights and social standards, which involves adapting leg-
islation to multicultural societies and ensuring equal rights for representatives of different religious
communities [11; 12]. Regulations on the wearing of religious symbols in schools in France and Ger-
many demonstrate the complexity of integrating religious beliefs into legal practice, which strives to
remain neutral while taking into account the rights of minorities.

An analysis of international cases also shows that the integration of religious norms into legal sys-
tems contributes to the formation of social cohesion and stability if it is carried out through dialogue
between state institutions and religious communities [1; 2; 6]. For example, Canada and Sweden have
established mechanisms for adapting religious norms to national legislation through consultation
and public debate, which helps prevent conflicts and maintain social stability [5; 10].

At the same time, social and political transformations, globalization, and multiculturalism cre-
ate new challenges. The role of education in shaping legal culture and critical thinking, the ability
to assess contradictions between legislation, moral norms, and religious beliefs is growing [1; 3].
The development of civic consciousness, capable of compromise and finding solutions that take into
account the interests of all parties, is becoming a key factor in maintaining stability and justice in
a multicultural society.

The integration of social philosophy, philosophy of law, and religious principles allows for the de-
velopment of effective models for managing social processes. The experience of the Netherlands in
the field of religious education and regulation of religious communities shows that with proper in-
tegration of legal and moral norms, a balance between religious freedom and public interests can be
achieved [4; 5]. Similar integration mechanisms are also used in Australia, Great Britain, and New
Zealand, where state institutions actively involve religious organizations in discussions of social
and legal reforms [1; 2].

Thus, the synthesis of knowledge of social philosophy, philosophy of law, and religious ethics
creates the basis for the formation of a legal system capable of ensuring a balance between freedom,
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social responsibility, and moral norms. This contributes to the sustainable development of society,
the protection of individual and collective rights, the formation of civic consciousness, and the en-
hancement of the legitimacy of state institutions [13; 14; 15]. An interdisciplinary approach allows
for the specificities of cultural, religious, and social contexts to be taken into account, reducing
the risks of social conflict and promoting the integration of different groups into the legal and social
sphere.

Finally, it should be emphasized that the integration of social philosophy, philosophy of law, and re-
ligious ethics into modern legal practice is a key factor in the formation of sustainable and balanced
social institutions. It has been shown that social and religious factors interact with legal norms, influ-
encing the legitimacy of legislative acts, the behavior of citizens, and the effectiveness of state bodies.
Particular attention is paid to the role of moral values shaped by religious traditions in defining social
responsibility, solidarity, and adherence to the principles of justice. The study also demonstrated that
modern societies, particularly multicultural and secular ones, face challenges in harmonizing legal
norms and religious beliefs. This harmonization requires flexible mechanisms that take into account
the interests of different religious communities and at the same time ensure equality and non-discrim-
ination of citizens, regardless of their beliefs.

It is particularly important to emphasize that religious values should not be seen as an obstacle to
the development of the legal system, but rather as a resource that strengthens the moral basis of law
and contributes to the formation of public trust in state institutions. International experience, particu-
larly in the United States, Canada, the European Union, Australia, and the Netherlands, shows that
effective management of socio-legal processes is possible through constructive dialogue between
the state and religious organizations, as well as through legislative adaptation that takes into account
cultural and religious characteristics. Case studies show that states that actively integrate religious
ethical principles into legal regulation achieve higher levels of social stability, civic participation,
and legitimacy of legal institutions.

At the same time, the study warns against excessive integration of religious norms into secular law,
as this can lead to restrictions on individual rights, discrimination against minorities, and conflicts
between citizens. It is therefore important to develop mechanisms that allow religious principles to
be adapted to national legislation through consultation, interdisciplinary expertise, and sociological
research. This approach ensures a balance between religious freedom and secular principles, promotes
the development of civic culture and the formation of legal consciousness capable of critical analysis,
compromise, and constructive resolution of social conflicts.

It should also be emphasized that the synthesis of knowledge of social philosophy, philosophy
of law, and religious ethics not only contributes to the understanding of the interaction of social
and legal processes, but also forms the basis for building an effective legal system capable of ensuring
a balance between freedom, responsibility, and moral principles. An interdisciplinary approach allows
us to take into account the specifics of the cultural, religious, and social context, reduce the risks of so-
cial conflicts, and promote the integration of different groups into the legal and social sphere. Thus,
the study proves that contemporary social philosophy and philosophy of law are indispensable tools
for forming a harmonious, just, and legitimate society capable of adapting to change, ensuring human
rights, and supporting the stable development of state and social institutions.

Discussion. The analysis shows that modern legal systems cannot ignore religious and moral tradi-
tions, as they serve as a social consolidator. At the same time, excessive combination of law and reli-
gion can lead to restrictions on individual freedoms and discrimination against minorities. Therefore,
an interdisciplinary approach allows us to find optimal solutions that preserve social stability, respect
for human rights, and the moral legitimacy of norms. The experience of different countries shows that
the integration of religious values into legal practice increases the effectiveness of social regulation
and contributes to the formation of civic consciousness.

Conclusions. Social philosophy, philosophy of law, and religious aspects interact closely,
forming socio-legal norms, moral principles, and mechanisms for legitimizing law. Religious
values serve as a source of moral legitimacy for law, define the boundaries of social behavior,
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and influence social cohesion. An interdisciplinary approach allows for the formation of a legal
culture that takes into account social, moral, and religious factors and contributes to the devel-
opment of flexible mechanisms for integrating religious norms into secular legislation. The in-
tegration of religious values into legal practice increases the effectiveness of social regulation,
contributes to the formation of civic consciousness, and ensures a balance between individual
freedom and collective responsibility.

Contemporary international cases (USA, EU, Canada, Australia) demonstrate that the effective in-
tegration of religious and moral principles into the legal system reduces social conflicts and increases
the legitimacy of institutions. Interdisciplinary analysis allows us to assess the consequences of new
legislative initiatives, predict potential conflicts, and develop recommendations for improving social
justice and protecting human rights. The development of legal education and the formation of critical
thinking among citizens are necessary conditions for the effective combination of religious, moral,
and legal norms in a modern multicultural society. Ultimately, the systematic synthesis of social phi-
losophy, philosophy of law, and religious aspects creates the preconditions for the sustainable devel-
opment of society, the harmonization of individual and collective rights and obligations, and the as-
surance of social stability.
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cpep. Coyianvra inocois 30cepedicyemovcs Ha OCMUCTIEHHT 3ACA0 THOOCHKO20 CNIBICHYBAHHS,
coyianvHoi cnpagedausocmi ma cnoco6ie inmeepayii iHOU8idie y coyiaibHO-NPABOBUL NPOCMID.
Dinocoghis npasa, ceocto uepeoro, 3abe3neuye Konyenmyaivhe niorpyHms 0 po3yMIiHHA NPAeoeoi
npupoou CoyiaibHUx Npoyecis, NPUHYUNI8 a1e2imumMHoCcmi, c60600uU, 8i0N0GIOAILHOCMI Ma NPas
aroounu. Penicitini acnekmu gidieparomu 8ajxciugy poiv y opmy8anHi MOpAaibHUX OPIEHMUPIE,
KONeKMUBHOI i0eHmuynocmi ma mooenel no8eoinKu, Wo GNIUaOmv HA AKICMb CYCNIIbHOL
KOMYHIKayii 1l pyHKYiOHY8aHHs npasosoi cucmemu. Memor 00CIi0NCEHHA € BUHAYEHHS XAPaAKMepy
ma ocobausocmeil 83a4€M038 13Ky COYIANbHO-PIiNOCOPCLKUX, NPABOBUX | penieiUHUX YUHHUKIG
Y CYUACHOMY CYCRINbCMEI ma OOTPYHMYBAHHA iIXHbO2O 8NAUBY HA (POPMYBAHHS 2POMAOAHCHLKOT
KyIbmypu, coyianvHoi cmadintenocmi ma npasogoi ceioomocmi. Memooonozia 00cnioxyncenus
IPYHMYEMBCA HA UKOPUCMAHHI MIHCOUCYUNTTHAPHO20 NIOX00Y, WO NOEOHYE OlaleKmuUudHUIL,
(enomenon02iYHUL, cepMeHe8MUYHUL MemOoOU, A MAKONIC Memoou NOPIBHANbHO20 AHALI3Y
ma KOHMeKCMyalbHo20 MiyMadenHs. 3acmocy8anHts KOMNIEeKCHOI Memooono2ii 0036015€ 8ceOiUHO
PO3KpUMU 83AEMOBNTIUG 3A3HAYEHUX chep, BUABUMU IXHIO CIMPYKMYPHY €OHICMb MA HYMPIWHIO 102Ky
83aemo0ii. Pesynomamu 0ocnioscennsn nokaszyoms, wo coyianvia ¢hinocogis, ¢inocoghis npasa
ma penieitini acnexmu Gopmyoms YilicHy cucmem)y CoyiaibHO20 pe2ynio8aHHs, 0e KOJNCeH eleMeHm
BUKOHYE 83AEM000N06HI08ANbHY yHkyito. Coyianvha ginocoghia 3abe3neuye meopemuyne niorpyHms
CYCRLIbHO2O PO36UMKY, (inocohis npasa — HOPMAMUBHO-YIHHICHULL MEXAHI3M pe2yayii ma 3axucny
npas noOUHU, a Periciiii 64eHHs — MOPALbHO-eMUYHI OPIEHMUPU U COYIOKYIbNYPHE MOOEE NOBEOTHKU.
IxHsa 83aemo0is cnpuse opmysanHio cmabinbHO20 NPAsoeo2o NOPAOKY, NOCULEHHIO 2POMAOAHCLKOT
8I0N0BIOANILHOCII MA PO3BUMK) 2APMOHILIHO20 cycnitbemed. Ompumani pe3yiomamu nioKpeciioioms
HeoOXiOHiCmb NO0ANLUI020 MIHCOUCYUNTIHAPHO20 AHANIZY 015 e(heKMUBHO20 GUPTULEHHSL CYUACHUX
COYIaNbHUX I NPABOBUX BUKTUKIE.

Knrouoei cnoea: coyianvna ¢hinocois, ginocogin npasa, penicis, MopanvHi yinHOCMi, cCOyianbHa
CNpasedIusicmo, NPaso6a Kyibmypd, MidCOUCYUNTIHAPHUL NIOXIO.
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